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ALEXANDRA PALACE TONTINE. 


Durtne the past week Mr R. W. M. John- 
son has been lecturing upon the distinctive 
features of this scheme at Enfield, Edmon- 
ton, and Cheshunt, and at each of these 
places the popular feeling has been strongly 
manifested in favour of it. Indeed, at Totten- 
ham, last week, those who inhabit the Valley 
of the Lea, having a local knowledge of the 
extent and beauty of the grounds, and of the 
value of the property, seem to hail with de- 
light a proposal calculated to render the 
Alexandra Palace a place of popular resort, 
knowing that, independently of the advantages 
likely to result from it to the working classes 
of London, it must inevitably enhance the 
value of their own property, and so promote 
their social welibeing. The fact of each of 
these lectures have been delivered at the re- 
quest of the leading inhabitants of these 
several localities shows how general and how 
widespread is the interest which they take in 
the movement. 

On Saturday evening, at the Birkbeck Insti- 
tution, Mr Johnson gave a very elaborate and 
important lecture on the great benefit which 
will be derived to the public, and particularly 
to the middle and working classes by the car- 
rying out of this scheme; the hall was crow- 
ded by a highly respectable audience, and 
many questions of importance were asked of 
the lecturer, all of which were answered to the 
entire satisfaction of the audience, and a spe- 
cial vote of thanks given to the worthy 
lecturer. 

On Saturday last, at the Palace, there was 
an improvised concert attended by about 
2,000 persons, all of whom expressed 
their unqualified approbation of the acoustic 
qualities of the building, while they were 
not the less pleased with its dimensions 
and decorations, and the air of comfort 





which pervades it. In almost every district 
in which Mr Johnson has delivered his 
lectures, clubs are being enrolled to enable the 
humble members of the working classes to 
take out certificates, the mode of proceeding 
being this: —The moment a guinea is collec- 
ted a certificate is bought and balloted for, 
and then the ownership of it is determined by 
lot. A variety of communications relating to 
this mode of popularising the scheme has 
during the past week reached the secretary. 

At a very full representative meeting of 
trades’ delegates at Manchester, resolutions 
were passed to the effect that strenuous endea- 
vours should be made to secure the magnificent 
palace on Muswell Hill as the property of the 
mass of the people. 


The Theatres, Ke. 


THEATRE Royat, Epinsurcu.—Mr J. L. 
Toole is, as usual, attracting good houses here. 
The only novelty he presented last week was 
the scene of the Trial ef Bardell v. Pickwick 
amplified from Dickens’ *‘ Pickwick Papers,” by 
John Hollingshead, in which he appears as 
Sergeant Buzfuz—a very clever personation. 
The scene, however, reminds us more of the 
“ Judge and Jury” during the regime of Baron 
Nicholson than of a Court of Law. The trial, 
as depicted by Dickens, is more forcible than 
presented on the stage. In short, it reads het- 
ter than it acts. As Paul Pry, and as Michael 
Garner in Dearer than Life, Mr Toole shows to 
great advantage. It occurs to us, however, 
that the plot of Dearer than Life is not strictly 
consonant with morality. Existing facts and 
even probabilities are canselessly. disturbed. The 
plot is this:—A son of Michael Garmer, a re- 
tired tradesman, is a clerk in the mercantile 
house of Kedslie and Co. Addicted to dissipa- 





tion his income fa!ls short of his expenditure, 
and, depending upon winning on the turf, he 
embezzles £300, the property of his employers, 
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with which he had been entrusted to pay to 
another firm, whose receipt he forges. Ata 
merry-making by Old Garner, on the 27th anni- 
versary of his wedding-day, Kedslie comes and 
privately informs bim of his son’s defalcation. 
He taxes his son with it, who confesses, at the 
same time asseverating he didn’t mean “ to steal 
the money "—the usual unprincipled excuse in 
such cases. Young Garner’s uneasiness, when 
learning that the race-horse on which he de- 
pended had been scratched, is noticed by his 
cousin—-a young lady to whom he is engaged. 
She enquires whether his depression arises from 
some monetary difficulty, observing that, when 
she is of age, she will come into property, and 
as her aunt, the young man’s mother, had been 
privately saving money for him, no doubt she 
would lend hersome. Michael Garner, on being 
assured of his son’s guilt, causes him to save 
himself by flight. But, probably conceiving 
that justice demanded a victim, he gratuitously 
denounces bimself as the real culprit. The 
neice and mother then open a cabinet in which 
the secret hoard had been placed, in order to 
guash the matter by paying Mr Kedslie his 
£300, but, alas! they find it gone !—stolen, as 
it afterwards turns out, by a drunken brother of 
Michael, whom he had encouraged about the 
house. With this the second actends, In the 
next act, after two years, we find Michael, his 
wife, and neice, in a garret, reduced to starvation 
point, be being engaged as a light porter in some 
establishment. By what means they came into 
this position is not apparent, for had Michael 
even sold off the furniture of his house, suppo- 
sing he had nothing else, to pay Mr Kedslie, it 
surely would have realised more than £300. 
But it does not appear that he paid Kedslie any- 
thing, for that would have been compoundivg 
felony, nor does it appear that Kedslie prosecu- 
ted, as by law he was bound to do, for, in that 
event, Michael’s own confession would have sent 
him to Botany Bay. The end is that the son 
returns with a large fortune, how obtained is 
questionable, saves his family from starvation, 
says he is now a different map, and that he will 
refund Kedslie’s £300 with interest, as if his 
doing so would free him from his crime, or 
from the liability of prosecution. The two first 
acts are evidently fromthe French. Such senti- 
ments as these are decidedly hurtful. 
Fra Diavoto. 


Surrey.—Mr Shepherd has been prevailed 
upon by his numerous friends and admirers the 
other side of the ‘Thames to locate himself in 
the old quarters, which he managed with so 
much tact and skill for twenty-two years, and 
on Saturday week its doors were cpened once 
again. Every possible available seat was occu- 
pied before the curtain rose on the farce of 
Brother Bob, in which Mrs Shepherd (late Miss 
Webster) and Mr J. Murray appeared to great 
advantage. A new romantic drama, Watch and 
Wait, is also produced. We have not space at 
our disposal to give the plot in detail. The 
principal attraction is its scenic effects, which 
are really magnificent, its dialogue being merely 
of a commonplace order. Mr Shepherd has 
gathered an excellent company together, and all 
rendered their parts with ability. . Much 


applause was bestowed on the sensation scene 
in the last act of the storm and thunderbolt, 
After the performance of the drama, Mr Shep. 
herd was presented with a testimonial in honour 
of his renewing the management of the theatre, 
In a short speech, Mr S. said he looked upon 
the gift not only as showing confidence placed 
in him during his former management, but also 
asa mark of respect. Hv could say that during 
his former management, no servant had gone 
away without his salary for his Sunday’s dinner, 
He regretted the bad name the Surrey had got 
through the late managements, and hoped, with 
the audience’s support, to steer the good ship 
Surrey safely into port. Great enthusiasm pre- 
vailed throughout, 


THeatre Royat, Drury Lane.—It must 
surely be in management rather than either 
authorship or acting, that the elements of success 
exist in the present days of thedrama, We have 
visited this house again for the purpose of look- 
ing at some alterations aud improvements that 
have been made in the new drama of Rebecca. 
Mr Chatterton, the enterprising lessee and 
manager of ‘* Old Drury,” bas proved, by suc- 
cesses in producing the most dramatic of Scott’s 
novels on the stage of the National Theatre, that 
he is a magician of potent power over the roman- 
tic and spectacular drama as was the veritable 
‘¢ Wizard of the North” be ore him in the fields 
of romance and novel. Jtebecca is a four-act 
piece, full of exciting interest, beautiful scenery, 
and grand spectacular effects. It is so dexterous- 
ly contrived and ably elaborated that the great 
novel of ** Ivanhoe ” is re-produced in a dramatic 
form with much veri-similitude. It was im- 
possible, of course, to satisfy everyone who had 
read the novel by giving all the forcible and 
splendid dialogue of Scott, but the characteristic 
aud fine descriptions have not been neglected in 
the play, in the least. The Jew, Isaac of York, 
and his beautiful daughter Rebecca, found most 
excellent representatives in Mr Phelps and Miss 
Neilson, while all the other characters were 
efficiently represented, not forgetting the flaxen- 
haired Saxon, Lady Rowena, who was impersona- 
ted with dignified demeanour by Miss M. 
Reinhardt (from the Olympic). It is true that 
the parts of Ivanhoe and Richard Cour-de-Lion 
do not come out strongly in the Drury-lane ver- 
sion; but this must be owing to the exigencies of 
the scene. But, at the Tournament (a magnificent 
scene) the characters are restored to their natural 
places, and become the real heroes the author in- 
tended them to to be. Robin Hood and _ his 
merrie archers appear in a beautiful sylvan scene 
painted by Beverley. Asa whole, Mr Halliday’s 
adaptation of “Ivanhoe” contains all that was re- 
quired to furnish Drury-lane audiences with the 
kind of piece so popular with them; and the 
crowded houses on Saturday and following 
evenings attest that Mr Chatterton has triumphed 
once again as the modern stage interpreter of 
Sir Walter Scott. 


Ho.tnorn.—Rather more than a quarter of a 
century agone I recollect being in Paris, and 
there noticing that a piece called Kean was having 





a prolonged run at the Porte St. Martin. I did 
not see it then, but finding it now re-produced ia 
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an English dress I felt anxious to judge of its 
merits, if it had any. Dumas is a mighty clever 
writer, and a prolific, but he invariably deals in 
the improbable and the romantic. This drama, 
called Edmund Kean, is professedly a romance, 
I admit this, but still I did expect to find some 
little groundwork of truth on which the author 
had built his fanciful superstructure. The only 
glimmering of reality, and that was distorted as 
if seen in @ concave mirror, was the broad fact of 
the tragedian’s loose habits, and fondness for low 
company. These eccentricities of the actor 
induced the romancist to give us a tavern scene 
or two, and to introduce us to some disreputable 
specimens of the canaille tribe, with one of 
whom Kean has a ‘mill.’ Beyond this, all is 
fiction. Those who have read Kean’s life in these 
pages must not expect to see any of the episodes 
represented. But the plot is not devoid of 
interest if it is of vraisemblance. We are intro- 
duced to aun Austrian Ambassador (Shepherd) 
and to his intimate friend the Prince of 
Hesselstadt (Gaston Murray), who is no Jess a 
personage than the gay Prince of Wales, whilom 
Gorgeous the Fotrth, as Thackeray styled him. 
A certain Lord Warrender, a roué of the first 
water, has been audacious enough to plot the 
abduction of a young and innocent girl, an 
orphan, called Alice Elton (Patti Josephs), who is 
smitten with Kean after seeing him act, and who 
is ingenuous enough to call upon the tragedian 
and avow her passion to him, at the same time 
requesting him to educate ber for the stage. 
Kean takes this opportunity of warning her of 
her danger, and by a graphic description of the 
roses and thorns by which en actor’s paths are 
beset, endeavours to disenchant her. A certain 
Lady Angela, madly loved by Kean, returns bis 
affection, and at his earnest request, conveyed in 
a billet-doux, visits him in his dressing-room, 
veiled, and entering bya secret panel. Kean’s 
sancture is now invaded somewhat abruptly by 
the lady’s father (the Austrian diplomat afore- 
named) accompanied by the Prince, Angela 
quickly departs on hearing their footsteps, but 
unluckily forgets to take her fan with her. This 
fan her papa quickly pockets and seizes an early 
opportunity for insulting Kean, and even striking 
him because the actor declines to accept his 
challenge. The scene changes from the dressing- 
room to the stage and proscenium of Drury-lane 
Theatre, where Kean has consented to play for 
the benefit of a poor acrobat. In the stage boxes 
are seen amongst the occupants, the Prince on 
one side, and Angela on the other. The Balcony 
scene of Romeo and Juilet is (after an apology 
for the actor by his old friend Odell) represented 
almost inits entirety. Kean (the Romeo) has 
his attention at last drawn to the box where 
Angela sits in earnest conversation with Lord 
Warrender. Jealousy, that green-ey’d monster, 
gets the better of him; he forgets his part, 
tivets his eyes on the box, talks incoherently, 
imagines himself Falstaff (a part he is to play 10 
the afterpiece), and finally grows delirious, thus 
terminating the act with powerful effect. Ile is 
afterwards visited in his own drawing-room by 
both ladies,and is compelled,through the officious- 
ness of the meddling aristocrats, to conceal them 
both, The Prince, contrary to history, is repre- 





sented as a self-denying, noble-minded youn,, 
fellow, who by a little ruse saves Angela’s honour 
and satisfies that of her irascible father. Angela 
coolly tells Kean she prefers Lord Warrender, and 
the poor tragedian consoles himself by accepting 
the disinterested love of Alice Elton.—This is 
but a lame sketch of a well-acted drama, which 
if it does not attract all London to the Holborn, 
serves at least as a vehicle for Mr Swiuburne’s 
powers as a melo-dramatic performer. At times 
he is admirable, and could he divest himself of 
that heaviness, that measured walk, and want of 
entrain, characteristic of his style, his portrayal of 
Kean would be one of his most successful efforts. 
True he is not the least like the little genius of 
half a century ago, neither in person or feature, 
but what of that? is it not a romance? for the 
matter of that the piece might as well, were it not 
for the anachronism, be called George Mrederick 
Cooke, or Robson. GAMMA. 


STANDARD THEATRE.—George Sand’s La 
Petite Fadette, which in its dramatic form has 
been played over 800 times in the United States, 
under the title of Fanchonette, with Miss 
Gourlay as its heroine, was produced on Satur- 
day at the Standard Theatre, whereat this lady 
made her firet appearance before a London 
audience in her favourite role. Having so 
recently spoken of /anchette in the west, it only 
behoves us to state that Fanchonetie in the east 
was enthusiastically received and the new can- 
didate for English favour was repeatedly called 
before the curtain. Miss Gourlay acted in some 
scenes with archness and vivacity, and pour- 
trayed with becoming tenderness and feeling, 
those portions of the character wherin she is 
taunted about her origin. Especially good was 
Miss Gourlay where she rebukes Father Barbeau 
for his unjust accusation. Mr George Hamilton 
acted with force as the lover, Landry. Mr 
Williams made a little fun out of the unthankful 
part of Didigr. Mr Swan was Father Barbeau, 
and Miss Paget was a characteristic Fadet. 
Some effective and well-designed scenes have 
been produced by Mr R. Douglass. The piece 
gave general satisfaction to a crowded audience, 
The Christy Minstrels followed.in a portion of 
their amusing entertainment, 


eine 


Mr Bentham, the ‘ well-known tenor, has 
married Madlle. Fernandez, a member of Mr 
Mapleson’s troupe. The ceremony took place at 
the church in Gerdon-square, London. 

It is a source of gratification to hear that Mr 
Buckstone has so far recovered from his indis- 
position as to be able to announce his re-appear- 
ance on the Haymarket boards on the 16th iust. 
On Friday next Miss Robertson will make her re- 
appearance, and on the following Monday Miss 
Amy Sedgwick. 

A grand concert takes place to-day (Wednes- 
day) at the Crystal Palace by 4,000 certificated 
singers of the Tonic Sol-fa Association. The pro- 
gramme, whichis a long and well-selected one, 
comprises pieces of all the favourite composers 
both sacred and secular, p 

The Harvest Festival takes place this week at 
the Crystal Palace. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


M. A., Pall Mall.—We do not know the address of our corres- 
pondent. 

A Goop Ben—Is thanked for his good wishes. 

J. SeaRL.—We are obliged, but must decline the offer. 

A ReapEer.—We require the name and address before we can 
publish the MS, 

AMWELL-sTREET.—We shall prize the book. With many 
thanks. 

A New Svp.—The yolume for 1871 will be complete at the 
end of December, 


IMPORTANT. 

@@s> It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 335a, Strand 
(top floor) ; but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
&c., to Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Frevenicxk-street, King’s Cross- 
road. 

LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE 

THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, 8t. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
UARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn: 
LACY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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POPULAR ACTORS,—LY, 


WROUGHTON. 








Tuis excellent actor, whose real name was 
Rother, was educated for the medical profes- 
sion at Bath, where he first debuted, and with 
so much success that he resolved to try Lon- 
don. He married a young lady from Bideford, 
atthe time a milliner at Batb, who was so 
enamoured with him that she followed him to 
London, and having watched where he took 
lodgings she procured apartments in the same 
house. Mr Wrougbton was seized at the time 
with a violent fit of illness, and the assiduity 
ef the lady was such that on his recovery he 
gave her his hand. He made his first bow in 
London at C.G. as Altamont in the Lair Peni- 
tent, an unthankful part. He was, however, 
engaged and appeared as George Barnwell, 
Romeo, &e. Not being satisfied with his 
treatment at Covent Garden he left the theatre 
at the expiration of his articles, and purchased 





Mr King’s property in Sadler’s Wells. On 
Palmer’s secession from Drury Lane to join 
the Royalty, he took his place and played 
Douglas in Perey in 1788. He parted with 
the Sadler’s Wells concern and, at Palmer’s 
death, resumed the office of acting manager at 
Drury Lane. He was excellent in certain 
parts, in such characters as Lord Sensitive in 
Cumberland’s play First Love, produced by 
John Kemble in 1794. Without elegance of 
person, with small and not refined features, he 
yet seemed so much in earnest that he banished 
all notion that he was acting; his unsophisti- 
cated manner left his deportment entirely 
at his ease, and he was one of the few 
stage gentlemen whom his arms did not em. 
barrass ; he worethem always were they should 
be. In short, he was a sterling, sound, sensi- 
ble actor; he never gave offence, and in many 
parts was truly good. His Ford, Sir John 
Restless (All in the Wrong), the blind father 
in The Wife of Two Husbands, were admirable, 
but his best part was indisputably that of 
Darlemont in Deaf and Dumb, which was 
said to be a masterpiece, ranking with Cooke’s 
Sir Pertinax, Kemble’s Penruddock, and Dow- 
ton’s Cantwell. 

The season of 1815, made memorable by his 
great friend Jack Bannister’s retirement, was 
also his last. So intimately were their names 
connected (for they were rarely seen asunder 
—Kelly nicknamed them: Orestes and Pylades) 
that, both having taken leave of the stage the 
same year, it may not be out of place to 
give the end of Poor Bannister’s (that most 
esteemed and beloved of actors) farewell 
speech (June 1) after playing his great part of 
Walter in the Children in the Wood :— 

‘¢ Consideration of health,” he said, “ warns 
me to retire—(he suffered much from the gout) 
your patronage has given me the means of 
doing so with comfort. This moment of quit- 
ting younearly overcomes me. At a period 
when gratitude and respect call upon me to 
express my feelings with more eloquence than 
I could ever boast, those feelings deprive me 
of half the humble powers I may posgess on 
ordinary powers. JT arewell my kind, my dear 
benefactors.” 

He was then led off by all the performers of 
the theatre. Poor Wroughton did not care to 
play when his friend retired. He was supposed 
to have made a fortune by his Sadler’s Wells 
epeculation. 





LVI.—WILLIAM LEWIS. 





THERE were three Lewises known to his- 
trionic fame at the close of last and commence- 
ment of this century—Lee Lewis, an actor, 
** Monk ”’ Lewis, of Castle Spectre and Wood 
Demon notoriety, and the great comedian of 
whom we are now about to speak, so long con- 





th 
les 


pr 





a 


ne 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


317 





Is. On 
to join 
played 
2d with 
-almer’s 
nager at 
certain 
sitive in 
iced by 
ance of 
ures, he 
anished 
sophisti- 
entirely 
the few 
not em- 
y should 
d, sensi- 
in many 
sir John 
id father 
imirable, 
that of 
lich was 
1 Cooke’s 
ind Dow- 


le by his 
nent, was 
ir names 
| asunder 
Pylades) 
stage the 

place to 
hat most 

farewell 
at part of 
|, * warns 
the gout) 
means of 
it of quit- 
a period 
on me to 
snce than 
-prive me 
ossess on 
|, my dear 


‘formers of 
ot care to 
s supposed 
rs Wells 


rn to his- 
sommence- 
an actor, 


and Wood 


median of | 
9 long con- | 








nected with the fortunes of Covent Garden. 
He was always the must vivacious and at 
times the most elegant comic actor of his day, 
and, as we mentioned in a late number, Rey- 
nolds’s right hand. For him the prolific 
dramatist wrote Gossamer, and parts of a 
similar mercurial kind, but Lewis was also an 
able stage-manager. Under Harris he was in- 
valuable. ‘There was a kindness, a pleasantry 
about bis manner that almost reconciled an 
offender to his sentence. He got through his 
somewhat unthankful business with the feeling 
of a friend and the spirit of a gentleman. 
Though an Englishman by birth he had acted 
so long in Irish theatres that his brogue was 
thoroughly Hibernian, when he chose, and 
sometimes unwittingly ; for in Mercutio, for 
instance, he would exclaim ‘‘a Jewelist!” 
Qualified amply by temper, manners, and 
judgment, for a manager, Lewis sustained the 
toils of rehearsal in the morning, with the ad- 
ditional labours of his own study and perform- 
ance, aS an actor always before the town, 
for a period of twenty years, and standing as 
high at the theatre with bis brethren, as he did 
with the patentee. He kept himself in health 
and spirits by a daily walk between rebearsal 
and dinner up to Hyde Park and back again. 
He was as noticeable in this particular as old 
Q. (of Piccadilly fame), and it was obvious that 
his gaiety was not a forced plant, an exotic, 
but flourished, like his switch, in the open-air. 
He purchased one sixth of the C.G. property 
for £23,000, which he, at the expiration of a 
year, sold to Mr Kemble at the price he gave 
for it. He was the most celebrated repre- 
sentative of the Atalls, Rangers, and Archers 
in the school of fast men of the day; also of 
Don Carlos in Vanbrugh’s Jfistake, Frankly 
in Colley Cibber’s Refusal, and a_ host of 
characters of the ephemeral kind. We have 
already given his farewell speech, in which he 
incidentally mentioned that during his long 
career on the stage he had never once fallen 
under the displeasure of the audience. Pleasant, 
sensible, worthy Lewis, where shall we look 
for thy successor? 





NOTICE. 

Mr Reynoxps, whose address is 44, Sun- 
street, Finsbury-square, having very kindly 
undertaken the arrangements of a Complimen- 
tary Benefit for the Editor, it is requested that 
all communications from ladies and gentlemen 
be forwarded to him, as a committee of man- 
agement is being formed. 

ccnniaieihenidibiimaiations 


The famous dancer, Taglioni, associated with 
the past glories of the Italian Opera, is about to 
leave Paris and reside in London, where she 
proposes giving lessons. 





THE PROVINCES. 





Paince’s Tueatre, Mancnester.—Mr Cal- 
vert’s Merchant of Venice (concluded).—The 
great feature in Macready’s revival of this play was 
the trial scene. Here the Magnificoes and their 
retinue Were assembled by hundredsand ranged in 
amphitheatric order onthe endless tiers of benches 
erected in the Ducal. Palace. C. Kean relied 
on his brilliant re-production of the Carnival for 
his most striking effect, but Mr Calvert, of Man- 
chester, chooses the Lorenzo masque and elope- 
ment of Jessica as the fittest episode for the 
torch-light introduction of large and incongruous 
masses, bizarre dresses, and strange medieval 
dances, thus bringing down the first act with the 
vehement applause and the odour of spirits of 
wine inseparable from these pantomimic displays. 
Now, although the Council of Ten, the Doge, &c., 
escorted by- Ducal Guards, Sbirri, Pages, Knights 
of the Crimson Stole,and other Venetianworthies, 
are seen to enter the portals of the Palace, they 
are not permitted to procession into the “ Hall of 
the Four Doors,” prepared for the trial. This 1s a 
good idea, for the eye is not distracted by the 
show, and, the scene being laid obliquely and 
thrown forward, the ear catches every word of 
this, the most important act of the play. The 
Doge, with two or three attendants only, enters at 
a quick pace, and (to my mind, at a sacrifice of 
the dignity and impartiality of a judge) shakes 
Antonio’s hand cordially whilst addressing him. 
He then takes his seat between the two open 
portals (Palladio’s exquisite design), and Shylock 
appears in company with Tubal and another of 
his tribe, who ever and anon support him, when 
at the close, he is overcome with chagrin. A 
company of Sbirri or Arquebusiers are arranged 
on the O.P. side, and the Merchant and his friend 
on the P.S. side. When the Jew draws his knife, 
saying “ agentence; come, prepare!” a tableau 
is formed, accompanied by an orchestral crash 
and the sound of a gong! Antonio, clad in 
loose and sombre habiliments, open his vest, and 
retires into a dark recess conveniently,exposed as 
the intended scene of the ghastly operation. 
There is too much clap-trap about this, but the 
effect of the populace hooting Shylock outside 
when he retires from the court leaning on the 
arms of his friends, and weeping audibly, the 
Arquebusiers at the same time rushing out to 

uell the tumult, is very good. We next see the 
Teraelites in the street pursued by the rabble who 
wants to mob the Jew. The yelling of the peo- 
ple, the timely entrance of the guards, the escape 
of Shylock, and  Gratiano’s departure with 
Bassanio’s ring, and his own, as honoraria for 
the young doctor and his clerk, effectively ter- 
minate the 4th act. In the 5th act (too often 
omitted) we have a cherry orchard by moonlight, 
painted by Hawes Craven in his best style, this 
is a lovely scene.. Cherries near Verice are of 
a deep red colour and large; and really they 
looked very tempting. And now for the closing 


scene—here was an effect, perfectly novel, 
introduced, which I must explain, as it 
may serve as a model for imitation—The 


Nuptial Night in Pertia’s Palace. Imagine the 
sumptuous Byzantine Hall, with ite marvellous 
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perspective, lighted, filled with guests, cheering 
bridal music heard,and everything satisfactorily ex- 
plained till Portia exclaims—" It is almost morn- 
ing,” &c. ‘‘Let us go in.” The close of ber speech 
is the cue for going to bed. The ‘lovers and 
guests ascend the stairs and retire to rest, the 
lights are extinguished, you hear the diminuendo 
of the jocund nuptial choruses, and whilst 
gazing on the darkened and deserted halls you see 
the day-break gleam through the windows, get 
a peep of distant Venice, and listen to the 
dying cadence of the absent bridesmaids for the 
space of say two minutes, till at length the 
curtain slowly warns you that it is time to 
follow the lovers’ good example. ‘There is a 
happy blending of the real with the pogtie in 
this exquisite finds that is infinitely preferable 
to the most elaborate grouping ever conceived. 
If the old stage direction—exewnt omnes—were 
more often adhered to, it would be well. I 
have no space left for the acting. Mr Calvert 
bears his indignities with a patient shrug, because 
suflerance is the badge of ail his tribes; where 
we are wont to behold rage .and anger we find 
weeping and subdued sorrow substituted. This 
is refined, but is it the true picture of the “ im- 
penetrable cur” of the Rialto? Mr Vandenhoff’s 
(what Vandenhoff ?) Gratiano was somewhat too 
assertive, but humorous and gentlemanly. Miss 
Cuarlisle’s Portia, though poor in elocution, was 
earnest and intelligent; Nerissa was arch; 
Bassanio was passable; so was Launcelot, but 
Antonio was painfully modern. I was sorry to 
observe that the public of Cottonopolis was not 
over-intellectual, aod did not applaud Mr Calvert 
so warmly as his abilities undoubtedly deserve. 
Lut what can be expected of audiences of the pre- 
sent day, with whom Shakspere is apparently a 
sealed book ? Can no prayers move Mr C. to 
migrate southwards ? there lies in the Strand a 
temple within whose daintily-frescoed walls our 
own poet, as well as the Shakspere of France, 
would find a fitting home. GaMMA. 
Oe 

The Effingham Theatre, which has been closed 
for alterations »nd decoration, commences its 
season on Saturday with entertainments chiefly 
of light character, in which singing and dancing 
will form the most conspicuous part. Mr F. 
Marchant is to be the stage-mauager. 

The list of applications for music and dancing 
licences in the county of Middlesex, to be made 
at the ensuing Michaelmas Quarter Sessions, held 
at Clerkenwell, on Thursday and following days, 
has just been issued. There are over 400 appli- 
cants, and amongst them we observe that Mr 
Strange petitions for a renewal of his dancing 
licence at the Alhambra, and that he is unopposed. 
Mr E. T. Smith, another well-known caterer for 
the public, purposes to take Highbury Barn, and 
is opposed by the inhabitants. The list ot 
opposed applications also includes St. James’s 
Hall, Agricultural Hall, and Cremorne. 

Mrs 8. Lane, after a continental tour, returns to 
the scene of her former triumphs to-day ( Wednes- 
day) in a new drama by Mr Ilazlewood. The 
night is set apart for the benefit of Mr Crauford. 
From the excellent bill of fare promised, there is 
no doubt that the Britannia Theatre will be 
crowded. . 





PROMENADE CONCERTS AT COVENT 
GARDEN. 


TO THE EDITOR OF ‘*THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 

Dear Sir,—Allow me to say that, as these con- 
certs continue to be so very popular, and that 
as Jullien’s “ British Army Quadrille” has been 
revived at them with so much success, that I think 
if the companion one to it; viz., “Jullien’s British 
Navy Quadrille” were included in the programmes 
M. Rivi¢re’s Promenade Concerts during the 
next few evenings (they not terminating until 
the 14th October), much pleasure would be given, 
as it contains many favourite nautical airs. I 
should also be glad to see some of Jullien’s and 
d’Albert’s pieces of dance music performed here ; 
both these composer being much appreciated in 
this particular kind of music—I am, yours &c., 

NatHanie, WATERALL, 

Blackfriars-road, London, 8.E. Sept. 28, 1871. 

——————>—— 

PortmaN Hawn, Miiron-street, Dorser- 
SQUARE. — An entertainment was given in the 
above hall on Tuesday, Sept. 26, in which several 
well-known artistes appeared. Mr Marcus 
Wilkinson discoursed with his usual vo.ubility on 
the advantages of a married over a single life. 
Mr Will Osborne, a comic singer with a voice, 
rather a novelty, and Messrs Jeff and Butterfield, 
two capital niggers, also appeared, and contributed 
largely to the amusement of the audience. But 
the principal feature of the evening was a mar- 
vellous performance on the ordinary tin-whistle 
by Messrs Geo. Wall and Alfred Abbott. Mr 
Wall was-enthusiasticaliy encored for his render- 
ing of ‘* My Pretty Jane,” and Mr Abbott played 
a selection from La Traviata in a highly praise- 
worthy manner. They also played together ina 
selection of airs from the Vaudeville burlesque of 
The Orange Tree and the Humble Bee, and the 
famous “ Umbrella Chorus” from Chilpéric. Mr 
George Evans, a capital baritone, and Mr Harry 
Packer, a patter comic, whose effusions would 
have been all the better for a little novelty, were 
also very successful, and altogether the entertain- 
ment passed off with eclat. 





The Woman in White at the Olympic is post- 
poned till Monday, 9th inst. 

Shakspere’s As you like it will be played at 
the Haymarket for six nights, commencing Oct. 
— with Miss Robertson (Mrs Kendal) as Rosa- 
ind. 

Mrs Rousby appears during this week at the 
Theatre Royal, Manchester. 

HoLioway’s OINTMENT AND Pitts need only 
a single trial to make known their capabilities. 
No outside sore or inward inflammation can long 
withstand the cooling, purifying, and healing 
influences exerted by these twin medicaments. 
Be the mischief recent or chronic, grave or slight, 
painful or simply annoying, it will succumb 
before the curative virtues of these noble reme- 
dies, which can be rightly applied by avy person 
who will attentively read their accompanying di- 
rections, which are profounded in the plainest 
language, void of technical terms, and printed in 
the most legible characters. It is unnecessary to 
ask for a deep faith in Holloway’s Ointment and 
Pills ; a few days use will suffice to display their 
competency to repel disease, and renew sound- 
ness, 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln’s Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘ Queen Arms,’’ Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W. Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 

BELGRAVE STROLLERS, Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Monday Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical Director, Leader, and Composer, Mr 
Joseph R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 
Mr George Field; acting -manager and secretary, Mr 
Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 
be addressed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A, Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs, 
for the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne, 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at § 
o'clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members te be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. 

B. Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 
dent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLoucH Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Corre; 
secretary, Mr ALFD. JAMES, Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, iinsbury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wednesday evening at 8 o’cleck; entrance fee, 
ls. ; terms nominal ; members free from all responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured. Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs. Performances will take place when perfect, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by his 
pupils. For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Bawin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 

SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. 
Every Thursday evening at 9 at the ‘ Plough” 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J, Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868.— 
Meetings every Tuesday at 7.30. For particulars, as to’ 
performances or admission into this select club, apply 
to the Acting-Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods, 37, 
Markham-square, Chelsea, S,W. 





Est. 1862.— 





Applications to be addressed as above. 


Miss Dot Robins, daughter of Mr Joseph 
Robins, is engaged for the season by Mr Knowles, 
of the Theatre Royal, Manchester. 

The Royal Court Theatre re-opens early this 
month with a new comedy. 

An Irish student once asked what was meant 
by posthumous works. ‘* They are such works,” 
says Paddy, ‘* as a man writes after he is dead.” 








ALEXANDRA PALACE.—The advantages 
offered to the Public were thue summed up by the 
Times of July 18th :—“ Under the title of ‘ Alexan- 
dra Palace and Muswell Hill Estate Tontine,’ certi- 
ficates representing 850,000 guineas are about to be 
issued, which will entitle the holders, in proportion 
as they may possess a single certificate of one guinea 
or any larger number, to participate in the various 
objects of the institution, or to take their share of 
the entire property of the Palace and grounds of 498 
acres, should they, 15 years hence, be among the 
surviving holders. Under an elaborate but inge- 
nious plan framed for the purpose, each subscriber 
will have several options as to the mode in which he 
mgy obtain a return for his investment, and be vir- 
tually guaranteed against loss. The Trustees and 
Board of Directors consist of experienced persons 
familiar with the management of London properties 
and of public establishments, and it may be hoped 
that the result of their arrangements will be to fur- 
nish to the population of the North of the metropo- 
lis a place of resort as attractive as that on the other 
side at Sydenham.” 


ALEXANDRA PALACE,—In an_ address 
delivered by that distinguished lawyer, Mr John 
Horatio Lloyd, one of the Trustees of The Alexan- 
dra Palace and Muswell Hill Estate Tontine, “Mr 
“ Lloyd explained the principle on which it was pro- 
‘nosed to raise the necessary capital, and declared 
“that he was perfectly satisfied that no possible loss 
could be sustained by any one investing; as in ad- 
* dition tothe value of the property, a system of 
‘insurance had been devised which was a practical 
“guarantee against any possible failure. He de- 
* clared that he would not have accepted the posi- 
“tion of trustee had he not been satisfied that the 
“undertaking was one offering many solid advan- 
“tages to investors; commercially secure against 
“ failure, and commending itself in the highest de- 
“ gree to the favourable consideration of all interest- 
“ed in providing for the acknowledged wants of the 
‘working classes, and desirous to do so in some more 
“ substantial form than by mere words.” — Advertiser , 





ALEXANDRA PALACE, —The advantages 
offered to subscribers to the Alexandra Palace and 
Muswell Hill Estate Tontine are thus described by 
the Builder. he holder of-a guinea ticket will have 
780 free admissions to the grounds, five chances of 
an Art Union prize, ranging from £2 to £500, and a 
distribution share in 1886, which is estimated at 
not less than £10. If the nominee on the cer- 
tificate die before 1886, £1 for every £1 1s. sub- 
scribed will be returned by the Insurance Company 
to the representative of the nominee or certificate 
holder. ‘Thus, each subscriber, the Times remarks, 
will be virtually guaranteed against loss. The park 
and grounds contain 498 acres of well-wooded orna- 
mental land, nearly all freehold, commanding an ex- 
tensive and beautiful view. The Palace covers nine 
acres, and all within a radius of six miles from 
Charing Cross. ‘The Art Journal remarks, we can- 
not afford to lose this spot which, if duly preserved 
and tended, will be of priceless value in a few years. 











We are glad to find that our suggestions have 
already been acted upon. Another club, the 
Belgrave Strollers, .registered, have, we under- 
stand, determined on playing only the works of 
the early dramatists and those of the Georgian 
era. As it is under competert management we 
confidently trust in the success of the venture. 

King John will shortly be produced with great 
splendour at the Royal Alfred Theatre. 
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MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


; POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 








P A M P Vi I LO N The Stage. The Stage. 


ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
matic Profession and Engagements procured. Ad- 


YY 
‘ P ' ‘ dress, stamped envelope for reply, to EpwWiN REYNOLDS 
Hotel and Arestarrant, jeer sete paket eens 
— 


Amateur performances superintended and acknow- 





27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. ledged. Stage business taught, i = 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF N.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club. Vo 
JOHN HART, Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition Baker-street,| = 

And of the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 

Covent Garden. PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 

DINNERS A LA CARTE. characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 


rtrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq. 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1, the ‘ste Hindane GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA. 

SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND | paRTE, Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
TRIPE, &e. Queens from William the Conqueror. 








WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 
FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
BASS’S Ales, REID’ S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch OW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
Ales, on draught. H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
GOOD BEDS LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 


: worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
“I thank Goad, Ihave been so well brought up that I can Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
write my name,”—2 “ Henry VI.,”’ act 4, scene 2. street Station. 


: ? 
WARBUBRTON’S Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-strect. 
SHAKSPERE COPY BOOKS, 0* VIEW, PORTRAIT Lye ye A A Be 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the F an 
Mo. 1, PRICE SIXPENCE. PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac- 
a) ‘ © by » 
HE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of c re- | Shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S p' .ys, Admission, 1s. 5 children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms 
so that the pupil, whilst. writing the Exercises, may at | 64.—Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.me 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble : 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. RS od ee £ the ab 
Yassell ter, and Galni 3 ° London. } D 4 yt e I x t of the above 
Cassell, Pi ry a d Ga pin, Ludgate Hill, London ee \ Club a PROFESSOR of ELOCUTION. Ad- 
Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. dress, by letter only, stating terms, &c., to Mr R, 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, | HornsLey Woops, 37, Markham-square, Chelsea. 
Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladiesand| The Management are also desirous of receiving a few 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM-| Gentlemen Members. Rules most advantageous. 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the F F 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER, Por-|, His Majesty the King of Portugal has con- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to ;:ive ferred the decoration of the Order of Christ on 
Mr MAY an order foi an outfit ; costume, elegance, | Sir Julius Benedict. 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, The Globe commences its season on Saturday 
I  einstmenlnie 35, BOW STREET. __| next, under the direction of Mr Montague, with 
Comus Dramatic Club. a new drama by Mr Byron, entitled Partners for 
HE MANAGEMENT beg to announce their FIRST | Life. 
A PERFORMANCE this Season at the ST.GEOR-| “A wonderful new tenor is coming to astonish 
arty ae “7 sain tah es ae the English people and snuff out Mr Sims 
y ° » be cling ¢ ‘loc - pay ’ ° . ° 
A CUCUMBER, followed by the celebrated drama | Reeves. The gentleman’s name is “ Sangiovanni 
HENRY DUNBAR, concluding with ICL ON PARLE | O'Dwyer.” It is perhaps needless to say that he 
FRANCAIS, Tickets at the Theatre or 45, Chancery- | hatls from Ireland, 
lane. Prices from 1s. to £1 11s. 6d. Doors open at} Mr F. Belton has become lessee of Sadler’s 
6.30 p.m. Wells Theatre. 


King’s Cross Theatre. ravenneer. r ——— 
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A’ PLICATIONS respecting the above to be addressed Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW, 
To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns, 


to Jno. Drypgn, 7, Euston-road, 





